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A New Big Local Base
Opens in the Town Centre
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The new Whitley Bay Big Local
base is now up and running and
is already home to a number of
community groups and activities.
Situated in the centre of the town,
opposite St Paul’s Church and
within the designated big local area, the
shop is yet to be officially launched and
the signage is still to be erected, but it is
already proving a huge hit, providing a
much needed community resource and a
visible base for Big Local to operate from.
A weekly credit union service is held at the
shop every Thursday from 10am–12 noon,
together with a mobile Citizens Advice
Bureau where appointments can be made
in advance on 0345 200 0101 or drop in
from 2pm–5pm on Thursday afternoons.
The friendly Big Local knit and natter
group meet every Friday morning and
welcomes anyone- regardless of knitting
ability- to come along and join in over a
cup of tea and lively chat.
Every Saturday morning the shop is open for
a wide range of community activities and the
kettle is always boiled for anyone looking for
a friendly place to come and chat.
The shop will be officially launched on
Saturday 16th September when the whole
community will be welcome to come
along and join in the celebrations. The
launch will also incorporate the Small
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Sparks Award Ceremony, celebrating
members of the community who have
accessed a small sparks award over the
past 12 months to help set up an activity
or an event designed to make the local
area a great place to live and work.
The new base is also available to be used
by the local community and not for profit
groups or organisations which share
Whitley Bay Big Local’s ethos of building
a better community. Age UK and Happy
Planet Creative Arts already host regular
sessions at the shop, so if you are looking
for a central venue to host meetings or
community events, get in touch with Sarah
on sarah.biglocal@yahoo.co.uk.
We are always looking for ideas and
volunteers to help make Whitley Bay the
best it can be – what could YOU offer?

Spanish City

SMELLs LIKE
TEEN SPIRIt?
This edition
of Wey Hey
Whitley Bay
has been
taken over by
students from
Whitley Bay
High School
as part of
their ‘Enquiry
Based Learning’
activities.
Enquiry Based
Learning is
where students are given a question,
problem or project – the students then
work together to create a solution or
an end product. One team took on this
newsletter as their challenge! They were
given a bit of background to Whitley
Bay Big Local from Tim Keilty (New
Prospects), supported to develop their
journalistic skills by Daniel Milligan
(Newcastle Chronicle) and aided in their
design ideas by Cathy Sharp (Black Dog
Design). Throughout the three days the
students had some great support from
teachers from the school.
The students had a free rein to fill the
pages with whatever they thought
was important - slightly terrifying for
the Newsletter Editorial Team - but
the end result is a great credit to the
young people involved, the school and
the town. Proof that if you trust local
people, give a bit of support if necessary
then let them get on with it, great things
are possible – and that is a large part of
what Big Local is all about!
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Before

Work is almost finished on the Spanish City after years of planning. The Beefeater
was the first to open on the 17th of July, closely followed by the Premier Inn.
The Dome is due for completion in September 2018, boasting cafes, restaurants,
tearooms and bars. Residents in Whitley Bay have mixed emotions over the final
opening of the Spanish City/Dome complex. Not everyone is pleased, here’s what
the public have to say:

‘‘At The PLAYHOUSE we are so excited to
see the Spanish City and promenade
develop, and we are really looking
forward to seeing the footfall to the
area increase, which will be a benefit
to all businesses in the surrounding
areas.”
The Marketing Executive PLAYHOUSE,
Whitley Bay
After (Image: North Tyneside Council)

‘‘I would love the new
Dome to have a ballroom,
like it used to.”
Lilian, 80 from Earsdon

‘‘I think the dome
would look better with
a good painting. It
will attract tourists
and people to the area.”
A worker at Di meo’s

‘‘I think it’ll be amazing
when it is done! It’ll bring
in tourists and enhance the
local area. I would love to see
the old pool be reopened and
for a massive sports complex
and cinema to be built for the
young people”

‘‘I think it’s nice that it’s
getting done up. It will
attract tourists and I’m happy
with the improvements...”

Annie Apples, a worker from
Whitley Bay Library
The newly developed Premier Inn and Beefeater

Phyllis from Relish (not local):

‘‘I think the Dome needs to be
painted to make it look more
appealing and they should also
build a cinema inside as well
as cafés. I want it to be like the
good old days!.”

‘‘I think it is fine and it will
attract many tourists.”
Sam from the Whitley Whaler

Caryl, Whitley Bay
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Opportunity from tragedy?
By Sophie Toward and Hannah Wildsmith

The recent Church fire in Whitley Bay
has been on the mind of many locals.
The Church is set to be demolished
in the near future and replaced with
something new… but what do the
council have in mind?
On Saturday 6th May 2017, the Church
on Esplanade set alight at 8pm. Over
40 firefighters were battling the flames,
taking more than 4 gruelling hours to
extinguish. Crowds of people gathered
nearby to witness the chaos. The
neighbours were calmly evacuated to
the Old Methodist Church along Oxford

Street. It was later brought under control
at 12am.
With the Church being demolished and
replaced, we asked some of the locals
what they thought:
“Another restaurant would be perfect!”
“An attraction, because it would build up
surrounding businesses.”
“A park would be great to bring the
community together.”
“Replace it with another
Church or rebuild the roof.”

Playhouse Marketing
Executive, Sophie Flanagan
said, “We are thrilled
to have comedy greats
like Sarah Millican
returning and Jimmy
Carr appearing and
we anticipate these
shows will sell out.”
4

Whitley Bay High School students have
been working together with the Bay
Food Bank to raise awareness
and donations.
On a visit to the food bank situated
in Meadowell, students
learned about the alarming
figures. Almost 15 thousand
food parcels have been
delivered since the Bay
Food Bank opened in 2012.
About a third of those have
been in the last 18 months
showing the increasing
need. People relying on the Bay Food
Bank only receive 3 food parcels every 6
months and one parcel is designed to last
three days.
The Bay Food Bank has supplied food for
7485 children and 579 babies. Imagine
your baby or your young child having
to go hungry and only being able to eat

when they desperately need to. This is
happening in our community, there are
people who have so much, there really
should not be people with so little.
So we are trying to encourage the
community to pull together,
to be the everyday heroes
who support people in
our local area. It could
easily be your neighbour,
friend, colleague, or even a
family member. So we are
setting the citizens of North
Tyneside a challenge. The
challenge is to live off the contents of
a family sized food package for 3 days.
The money you save from living off so
little should be donated to the Bay
Food Bank by their donations page.
Donations no matter how big or small are
always welcome.
Website: www.thebayfoodbank.org.uk/

Whitley wildlife

Comedy Big Shots Visit the Playhouse!

By Tom Robson
Comedy big shots Jimmy Carr and Sarah
Millican are set to leave punters in
stitches with their side splitting comedy
as they bring their shows to Whitley
Bay’s Playhouse. Jimmy Carr appears
on 3rd September 2017 while Sarah
Millican has just announced for the start
of next year.

#TININABIN

Sophie also hinted at future plans “We’d
love to welcome back Sarah and Jimmy
in the future we are always looking for
new and exciting shows and we pride our
ourselves in providing a diverse range of
programming. There is really something for
everyone such as Frank Turner, Horrible
Histories and local productions
from amateur societies. There is
plenty in the pipeline for
2018 but I can’t reveal that
just yet!”
Advanced booking is
recommended at: www.
playhousewhitleybay.
co.uk/

Environmental campaigners are asking
people to keep an eye out for our
prickly friends. A declining number of
hedgehogs has propelled a national
campaign. Whitley Bay can play a part in
protecting animals that are under threat.
The food we eat, the energy we use and
how we travel can all have great impacts
on the environment and this is how you
can help at home:
Upcycling: Instead of throwing away
plastic bottles, you could make them into
bird feeders or hedgehog homes.
Buy cruelty free products: a lot of top
name brands use animal testing to see if
it is safe for us to use however, this hurts
harmless animals. Use companies like Lush,
Aveda or Body Shop instead who do not test
on animals.

Volunteer: on
the RSPB website
16+ can sign up to
volunteer.
RSPB volunteer,
said: “Kittiwakes
nest on the Tyne
Bridge, we need
to look after them,
they’re in massive trouble and it’s the
biggest population of Kittiwakes on
land.” She then went on to say, “Seals
are also in trouble as people on the beach
startle them, which could make the seals
leave their pups behind. We need to get
information out there, especially through
social media, to help to save our wildlife”.
For more information: www.rspb.org.uk
Facebook group: St. Mary’s Seal Watch
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Perfect Promenade….?
By Lauren Whale and Ella Nicholson
Whitley Bay’s promenade is in
the process of being given a huge
makeover. There are new walls,
handrails, ramps and steps being fitted
to improve residents’ and tourists’
experiences in the coastal area.
The modern renovation
is set to be finished by
early September.
After talking to locals
about the promenade it is
clear everyone is united in
the opinion that the revamp
will be extremely beneficial
to the area. Staff in the
Rendezvous were “looking
forward to seeing the
final results” and an elderly
customer believed that “it will be fab!”
Ben, an employee from the Links café
said “I think the renovation will attract
loads more people; it will be great for our

business and hopefully should bring some
jobs for the locals.”
Norma Redfearn, North Tyneside’s
Elected Mayor, is also in favour of the
revamp. She said that she is
“delighted to see the vibrant
and exciting designs” and
she’s sure the renovation
will “encourage even more
families and visitors to the
area to enjoy the brilliant
new facilities all year round”.
The project is being done
in partnership with Kier
and will feature public
art, brand new surfacing,
seating, shelters and exercise
facilities. The outcome of the
transformation should entice
more small, local businesses and shops.
Photo Credits: North Tyneside Council.

Photography competition
Recently in Whitley Bay there was a photography competition
held, the winner Stephan Czopinski hoped that one day
he would become a professional photographer. He took a
dramatic photo of the Rendezvous Café on the seafront.
Winn

er!

The 47 year old said,
“I live in Whitley
Bay and I’m often
out and about with
my camera. This
picture was taken
around September
time last year.”
“It was the
opportunity for a
good photo. The
sky was looking
dramatic at the
time.”

Although Stephan Czopinski was the overall winner, there were
several runners up, with equally good photos. To see these
photos, visit the Customer Service Centre in Whitley Bay.

Community Spirit
not dampened!

The British weather caused some last minute changes to the annual Enquiry
Based Learning Festival at the Station Master’s Garden. The rain meant it was
relocated to Whitley Bay Metro Station. The community still came out in great
numbers to celebrate with the Whitley Bay High School students. Here’s a taste
of what happened...

STEM – COULD YOU
SURVIVE ON MARS?
Students have been learning
how to survive on Mars and
how to program robots.

Literature
For the literature feature of
the festival, students performed a Shakespeare
play: Macbeth. They
did the scene of the
three witches.
One of the students said
“I find it exciting and
fun to do”

Food Bank
In this activity students
challenged school staff to
a bake off. There was a
food stall on Friday 30th
June at 11am in Whitley
Bay Metro Station, with
proceeds going to support
the Bay Food Bank.

Photo Credits: North Tyneside Council.
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Whitley Bay Big Local:
GET INVOLVED

• Check us out on Facebook

• Come to a meeting!

• Visit our website:
www.whitleybaybiglocal.org

• Volunteer by emailing:
volunteer@whitleybaybiglocal.co.uk

• Call into the NEW Big Local shop at
Unit 4, 305 Whitley Rd, NE26 2HU on
a Saturday morning

If you have a story to be considered
for an upcoming issue or a date for a
community event please email us at:
volunteer@whitleybaybiglocal.co.uk

• Apply for a Small Sparks grant
(via website)

Dates for your diary
JULY
27th onwards (weekends)12pm–
3.30pm Fish n Chips and Circus Tricks –
International street entertainers,
The Spanish City Plaza
30th 10am–3pm Green Beans Market,
Whitley Bay Metro Station
August
Weekends til 27th 12pm–3.30pm
Fish n Chips and Circus Tricks –
International street entertainers,
The Spanish City Plaza
1st 6pm–8pm, 8th August 10.30–
12.30pm and 15th 6pm–8pm
Arthouses Public Workshops – Join artists to
make art to be part of the Arthouses Event
on 19th & 20th August, 305 Whitley Rd.
Every Friday 10am Knit and Natter in
the Big Local shop plus lunch if you fancy,
305 Whitley Rd
10th–3rd Sept Various times and
venues Whitley Bay Film Festival
16th 11am–3pm Barnardos Bring and
Swap event in the Big Local Shop. Bring
a bag of your used items to swap with
others. £3 entry, 305 Whitley Rd

19th & 20th Arthouses Event, Victoria
Avenue, Whitley Bay
19th & 20th Whitley Bay Kite Festival,
Links, Whitley Bay
19th 10.30am Beach Clean – meet at The
Rendévous Café
27th 10am–3pm Green Beans Market,
Whitley Bay Metro Station
September
16th 2pm til 5pm WBBL Shop Launch &
Small Sparks Celebration, 305 Whitley Rd.
23rd 10am –12.30pm Un petit café –
a family celebration of the South West of
France through art, conversation, food and
friendship with Valerie-Parlons French,
305 Whitley Rd.
24th 10am–3pm Green Beans Market,
Whitley Bay Metro Station
28th 6pm – 8pm Du pain, du vin et du
fromage – an evening to experience the
taste of South West of France through art
and traditional bread, cheese and wine,
305 Whitley Rd
17th & 24th 10.30am– 12.30pm
Sea Tern Print Workshops, 305 Whitley Rd
17th 10.00am–3pm Classic Car Show,
Links, Whitley Bay

This newsletter has been designed to be accessible to all;
we have chosen a font and colours that should make it easy
to read. If you have any difficulties please let us know.
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