SMALL SPARKS

HOW CAN YOU GET INVOLVED?

Small Sparks is WBBL’s way of getting
some of the lottery funding directly into
the hands of the local community to
make Whitley Bay a better place. If you
have an idea to bring people together
but just need some support and cash to
do that, then our Small Sparks scheme
is just what you need. You can apply
for a £250 grant to make something
happen!

We have a wonderful Community
Shop at 305 Whitley Road. It’s
a relaxed, friendly place where
everyone is welcome. The Big Local
Shop is becoming an established
venue for informal and more
structured uses with a diverse
programme of free and low cost
activities. Pop in and meet us on
Thursdays and Fridays from 10am
‘til 4pm and Saturday mornings
from 10am ‘til 1pm and find out
what’s going on.
The shop is open at other times as
it is regularly used by local people
to run a wide range of activities for
you to join.
Check out our window display of
community activity notices and the
Whitley Bay Big Local Facebook
page is a great way to keep up to
date with what’s going on.
We also have lots of friends running
other projects in the town so we can
help you link up with them if you
have a particular passion.

Artist Theresa Poulton used her £250 to
run a life drawing art class and music
event. She now holds monthly classes
at the WBBL shop.
Mick Young bought guitars and led
beginners’ lessons for local people.
Cath Walshaw used her cash to start
up her Scottish Fortnight Memories
project.

WHAT’S YOUR IDEA?
We are happy to
help you not only
with the cash but to
support your idea
which may grow into
something bigger.

Contact information
Whitley Bay Big Local
Unit 3, 305 Whitley Road
Whitley Bay, NE26 2HU
Tel: 0191 252 3570
Email: whitleybaybiglocal@gmail.com
Web: www.whitleybaybiglocal.org
Facebook: WhitleyBayBigLocal
Twitter/Instagram:
@wbaybiglocal
Registered Charity No:1171848
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WHITLEY BAY
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•

The community will make a difference
to the needs it prioritises.
• People will feel that their area is an
even better place to live.
The WBBL area has been granted Big Local
Lottery funding because it is a “pocket
of deprivation within an affluent area”.
Areas like ours missed out on funding
in the past and the WBBL Partnership
Board are committed to making the best
possible use of this funding to benefit our
whole community.
Whitley Bay Big Local is a Big Lottery
funded, community-led initiative to
enable all who live or work in the Big
Local area to get together to improve
the community and make the town a
place to be proud of.
Whitley Bay Big Local (WBBL) is one of
150 community–led groups throughout
England and Wales who have been granted
£1 million to be spent over 10 years.
We started working in the local community
in 2013. The grant is overseen by a
national body called Local Trust and is
used to support people living in a targeted
geographical community to identify
issues of concern, propose solutions and
resource those ideas.
The overall national programme ‘outcomes’
that we are working towards are:
• Communities will be better able to
identify local needs and take action in
response to them.
• People will have increased skills and
confidence, so that they continue to
identify and respond to needs in the
future.
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Consultation within our community
highlighted key strengths such as our
beautiful coastline, fantastic schools
and our friendly, inclusive and creative
community. In January 2013, a group
of local volunteers in Whitley Bay took
on the challenge of using the Big Local
funding to improve our community and
our area. Big Local as a project arrived
at a key moment in our town’s history
with a unique opportunity to make a real
difference.
In March 2017 WBBL became a Charitable
Incorporated Organisation (CIO) which
enabled it to take a commercial lease and
open an accessible and welcoming space
for a wide range of community events.

WBBL will continue to engage with a
wide range of community members
and partners to enable people to work
together to unlock resources and
strengthen our collective belief and pride
in Whitley Bay. We hope that Whitley
Bay can become an even more positive,
inclusive, supportive, creative, vibrant,
beautiful, fun and happy community.
Our work focuses on three ‘themes’:
1. ENVIRONMENT
Helping to improve how Whitley Bay
looks for residents and visitors
2. PEOPLE & WELL-BEING
Supporting members of our community
that need it and improving peoples’ dayto-day lives including seed funding the
Whitley Bay Carnival for the last four
years.
3. PREMISES & ENGAGEMENT
Managing activities at the Shop and
reaching out to all parts of our community.

